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ACCESS TO JUSTICE 
BOOSTED AS 

JUDICIARY 
DEDICATES

 BOMI COURT 
COMPLEX

The Judicial Branch of the 
Liberian Government has 
dedicated another Judicial 
Complex to house the Eleventh 

(11th) Judicial Circuit Court located in 
Tubmanburg, Bomi County. The project, 
which began in February 2015, when 
grounds were broken for the construction 
of the modern court facility sitting on a 
hill on the outskirts of Tubmanburg City, 
was funded by the Government of Liberia.
Constructed by a local construction 
company, the Liberia Reconstruction 
and Development, Incorporated, the 
modern court complex also houses 
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Judge RooseVelt Z. WIllIe delIVeRIng the JoInt chaRge

NATJL to accrue huge benefits from its membership with IAJ
The president of the national association 

of Trail Judges of Liberia, naTJL, has 
said that the association stands to 
benefit enormously from its membership 

in the International association of Judges, IaJ.
 
Judge Roosevelt Z. Willie, Resident Circuit Judge 
of Criminal Court “a”, named some of the key 
objectives of the IaJ for its members around 
the world as ensuring the independence of the 
Judiciary, guaranteeing honesty and integrity 
in the judiciary by making sure that judges are 
logistically equipped, as a way of enhancing 
efficiency and effectiveness in the system.
 
Judge Willie made the statement during the 
opening of the February a.D 2018 Term of court 
at the Temple of Justice when he delivered the 

joint charge for Criminal Courts a, B, C, D and E.
 
speaking further, naTJL president told the 
gathering that the IaJ also promotes net-working 
among member associations and protects 
its members from arbitrary interference and 
subsequent violation of their rights.  
 
“What this means to us as an association is that, 
we can revert to our parent body, meaning the IaJ, 
when these privileges are not provided us and all 
diplomatic means fail to make the authority know 
and grant them to us” Judge Willie noted.
 
according to the naTJL president, the protection 
of the above listed privileges for judges comes with 
great responsibility of performing to a very high 
ethical expectation, adding that it was important 

See Page 6
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From The Courts
Chief Justice Urges Jurors To Take 
Responsibility Seriously

The national office of Jury manage-
ment of the Judiciary, on Wednes-
day, January 31, 2018, summoned 
hundreds of Liberians, mostly civil 

servants, who were randomly selected as pro-
spective jurors, for a day of orientation.
“If selected, the prospective jurors will serve 
during the February Term of Court” said Cllr. 
George Katakpah, head of the Jury manage-
ment unit at the Judiciary.
 
according to Cllr. Katakpah, the unit has 
summoned up to 8000 Liberians to perform 
the “Civic Duty Call” as provided for by the 
Constitution of Liberia and has conducted 
eleven (11) orientations in montserra-
do County, nine (9) in Bomi and margibi 
Counties, and eight (8) in Lofa, Bong, Grand 
Gedeh, nimba and Grand Bassa Counties 
respectively. he then thanked Liberians, most 
of whom are young people, for answering 
the call of the Judiciary to assist in deciding 
factual issues of cases before the courts.

speaking at the orientation ceremony, Chief 
Justice Francis s. Korkpor, sr. also thanked 
the prospective jurors for accepting to serve 
as a link between the Judiciary and the ordi-
nary Liberian people.
 
Chief Justice Korkpor told the prospective ju-
rors that their role is very critical to dispens-
ing justice and cautioned them to take their 
responsibility very seriously if selected. 
“Because if you sit on a murder case and you 
don’t listen to the evidence and you don’t 
decide only based on the evidence and you 
listen to outside influence and other consider-
ations and you make a wrong decision, your 
conscience is there. You will live with it. If 
someone is not guilty and by your decision 
you say the person is, because someone influ-
enced you, you live with the guilt.”
 
making reference to the Golden Rule of Life, 
Chief Justice Korkpor warned the prospective 
jurors to remember to do unto others as they 
would expect others to do unto them. he 
described the Golden Rule as the greatest rule 
laid down by Jesus Christ in whom he, Chief 
Justice Korkpor, strongly believes.

In remembrance of the golden rule, Justice 
Korkpor urged the prospective jurors to 
decide cases as they see the facts and avoid 
being influenced by others. “I implore you to 
do the right thing in the service of our coun-
try, he added.”
he used the occasion to inform the prospec-
tive jurors that not every allegation in the me-
dia against the Judiciary is true. “Even though 
the system is not perfect,” the Chief Justice 
admitted, “our intentions as judicial officials 
are good for our country” he noted.
 
When he told them that he was happy that 
they had come to experience what judges go 
through to handle cases, and criticisms they 
received when the cases don’t go the way 
the public sees them, the crowd of over two 
hundred prospective jurors for montserrado 
laughed and cheered.
Concluding, Chief Justice Korkpor lauded the 
jury management team for regularly con-
ducting jury orientations for the purpose of 
explaining to prospective jurors the impor-
tance of their role as triers of facts before the 
commencement of the trials.
Jury service is a constitutional mandate. 
according to Chapter 18 of the Judiciary Law, 
“any citizen of the Republic, male or female, 
who has attained the age of twenty-one years, 
is competent to serve as a grand or petit juror 
in the county in which he/she resides unless 
that citizen by law is unfit for service.”
 
according to the Jury management unit, 
jurors are now being selected from the doc-
uments and registries of the Liberia Institute 
for statistics and Geo Information services, 
LIsGIs, the national Elections Commission, 
nEC and the Civil service agency in line 
with the new jury law.
For several years, names of jurors were pro-
vided by the municipalities through a request 
from the courts for prospective jurors. That 
system had its own flaws. one of its key 
drawbacks was the professionalization of jury 
service by some Liberians who served almost 
every term of court in violation of the jury 
law of Liberia.  

“Any citizen of the Republic, male 
or female, who has attained the age 
of twenty-one years, is competent 

to serve as a grand or petit juror in 
the county in which he/she resides 
unless that citizen by law is unfit 

for service.”
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the public builds confidence in the justice 
system, it will gain the courage to use the 
courts as a means of resolving grievances. 
“Confidence in the courts discourages peo-
ple from taking the law into their own hands 
thereby promoting peace rather than chaos.”
 
Judge smith, stressed the need for the 
enforcement of articles 71 and 72 (b) of the 
Liberian Constitution which protects the 
tenure of judges to ensure judicial inde-
pendence and impartiality.
other laws he wants enforced that also 
protect judicial independence and impar-
tiality include article 72 (a) of the Liberian 
Constitution, section 3.14 of the Liberian 
Judiciary Law and Canon six of the Judicial 
Canons of Liberia which protect the salaries 
and benefits of judges.

Judge smith added that these laws were 
enacted to promote independence and fair-
ness in the judicial system by paying judges 
adequate salaries and benefits, since they are 
by law, prevented from engaging in any other 
professional duties or commercial business to 
earn a living whilst serving as a judge.   

Considering the requirements judges have to 
meet to gain public trust, he said it was the 
duty of the government to provide judges 
encouraging incentives to enable them live 
decent lives. This, he said, will prevent finan-
cial and domestic worries and enable them 
repel temptation.
Judge smith paid tribute to the administra-
tions of president William R. Tolbert, the 
Interim Government of national unity of 
Dr. amos C. sawyer and president Ellen 

Johnson-sirleaf all of who tried to support, 
uphold, protect and defend an independent 
and impartial judiciary in Liberia during their 
regimes.
 
“president Tolbert gave circuit judges du-
ty-free privilege to purchase their vehicles; 
and in early 1980 he instructed that residenc-
es be secured in all the then nine (9) counties 
for the accommodation of circuit judges, 
following Judge Frank W. smith’s ChaRGE 
during the november 1979 Term of Court at 
the First Judicial Circuit or at sixth Judicial 
Circuit Court during the December 1979 
Term of Court when he raised the issue of 
lack of accommodation for circuit judges. 
During Dr. sawyer’s IGnu administration 
judges of courts of record, for the first time, 
were provided official vehicles amidst the 

only major source of revenue to the IGnu 
administration – maritime fund. During 
president Ellen Johnson-sirleaf ’s unity 
party-led government we witnessed several 
courthouses being built in Liberia; all resi-
dent circuit judges of the fifteen (15) coun-
ties and all specialized courts judges at the 
Temple of Justice were provided government 
official vehicles; and a marked improvement 
in the salaries, allowances and benefits was 
made, though this improvement was and is 
not unique to judges and magistrates – in 
fact, other government officials were and are 
by far paid higher than justices, judges and 
magistrates.”
The judge spoke on the theme: The Role of 
Judges in the sustenance of peace in Liberia. 
What is the Role?

Judge calls for enforcement of pro independent judiciary laws
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according to the unmIL DsRsG, the 
mission has trained few Judiciary personnel 
who will pass on the training to others who 
will manage the Data Base Tracking system 
for public Defenders. The data base tracking 
system he said, will guarantee the efficiency of 
tracking cases in the criminal justice system.
In conclusion, he lauded the Judiciary for the 
relationship it built with the un mission over 
the years and expressed confidence that the 
progress made will be irreversible.
Receiving the donation on behalf of the Judi-
ciary, the Court administrator Cllr. Elizabeth 
nelson expressed overwhelming contentment 
for the donations and said, Chief Justice Ko-
rkpor would have loved to have received the 
items himself but, he was absent due to some 

pressing national engagements on strength-
ening the rule of law in Liberia.
Cllr. nelson at the same time made an 
additional appeal to unmIL for additional 
support to create offices, a new courtroom 
for Criminal Court E and a bigger space 
for the newly furnished Waldemar Vrey   
human Rights Resource Center. “Trust me, 
this will be our final, final appeal to unmIL, 
the Court administrator added, sparking a 
scream of laughter from the unmIL delega-
tion and other guests at the program.
madam nelson emphasized that the delivery 
of the equipment was timely and that they 
would be used adequately for their intended 
purpose.

UNMIL GENEROUSLY DONATES TO 
ENHANCE PERFORMANCE OF JUDICIARY

The Judiciary Branch of the Liberian Government 
is the final arbiter of constitutional issues and 
exercises final appellate jurisdiction in all cases 
whether emanating from courts of records, courts 
not of records, administrative agencies and so forth.
since its creation, ordinary Liberians have had 
difficulty understanding its functions.
In light of this difficulty, the Judiciary under 
the administration of Chief Justice Francis s. 
Korkpor, sr. has established the public Information 
Department tasked with the responsibility to 
inform and educate the public about the Liberian 
Judiciary.
one of such mediums being the publication 
of a quarterly newsletter, “The Judiciary.” The 
publications will provide basic education on the 
workings of the courts and events within the 
Judiciary, as well as provide basic legal education 
that will enlighten the public on the Rule of Law.
“The Judiciary” will also serve as a medium to create 
awareness that repositions the Judiciary Branch 
in a way that maintains its dignity and respect, in 
addition to the Judicial website (www.judiciary.gov.
lr) which is one the most significant platforms for 
legal and academic research in Liberia. 
It is our goal that this newsletter will bring the 
administration of justice closer to the public and 
promote understanding that will engender respect 
for the rule of law in Liberia. 

advancing Freedom of Information 
and the Right to Know
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A Pictorial of the opening and dedication of the
 Judicial Complex in Bomi County
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A Pictorial from H.E George M. Weah’s Inauguration 
Held At the Samuel K. Doe Sports Complex
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the Debt Court, Traffic Court, Labor 
Court, Revenue Court and magisterial 
Court-a true manifestation of its name.
Each court has a chamber with corresponding 
offices for other court actors, like sheriffs, 
bailiffs, and clerks. offices are also available 
for the County attorney, public Defender, 
City solicitors as well as grand and petit juries.
 
speaking at the dedication ceremony, the 
Chief Justice of the supreme Court of Liberia, 
his honor Francis s. Korkpor, sr. said the 
construction of the judicial complex represented 
a clear showing of the government’s intention 
of promoting judicial independence in Liberia.
Chief Justice Korkpor noted that it was 
time for the Liberian Judiciary, a distinct 
and independent branch of the Liberian 
Government, to move its circuit and 
other subordinate courts in the counties 
into structures built by government.
Doing so will not only promote and 
enhance access to justice in Liberia, he said, 
it will also ease the huge financial burden 
government usually has to bear for renting 
private structures for use by courts and 
other government ministries and agencies.
“With the construction of this complex, the 
government will now be relieved from the 
burden of continual payment of rentals for 
private properties that housed the many 
subordinate courts in the City of Tubmanburg.”
 
according to the Chief Justice, Liberia has 
constructed six (6) judicial complexes so 
far, with the biggest (the Temple of Justice 
built in 1965) in montserrado County where 
the nation’s capital, monrovia is situated.
The others are located in Gbarnga, Bong 
County, Bopolu, Gbarpolu County, 
Greenville, sinoe County, and sanniquellie, 

nimba County and Tubmanburg, Bomi 
County.  The seventh judicial complex is 
under construction in Zwedru, Grand 
Gedeh County and is expected 
to be dedicated this year.
Beside the judicial 
complexes, Chief Justice 
Korkpor disclosed that the 
constructions of magistrate 
Courts are also ongoing 
across the country. “Last 
year we dedicated a new 
magistrate court in Karnplay, 
nimba County. It is one 
of the four magistrate 
courts constructed 

w i t h 
funds provided by the swedish Government 
through the Justice and security Trust 
Fund. The other three magistrate courts 
are in Botota, Bong County, Vahun, Lofa 

County and the omega Tower area, 
paynesville City, montserrado County.”
 

The Chief Justice also added that the 
un mission under its Quick Impact 

project, last year, constructed two 
magisterial courts in support of 

Liberia’s efforts to make justice 
accessible to its people. one of 
such courts is in new Kru Town, 

Bushrod Island and is currently 
operational while the other is 
in Todee rural montserrado, 

will soon be functional.

Chief Justice Korkpor praised 
the development partners 

of the judiciary 
for assisting with 

the level of 
i m p r o v e m e n t 

b e i n g 
experienced 

so far 
in the 

Judicial Branch of Government and assured 
that his Bench will ensure that all judicial 
circuits have judicial complexes and all 
magisterial districts have magisterial courts.
“In this way, the rule of law will truly be 

accessible to all citizens and residents across 
the country. Recent events in our country 
have shown that the rule of law must be and 
remain strong, devoid of other influences 
to keep our country on the path of peace.”
The Chief Justice also appreciated president 
George Weah and former president Ellen 
Johnson-sirleaf for attending the ceremony 
and described their physical presence 
as a signal to the world that they both 
believe that the rule of law is the surest 
way of strengthening Liberia’s democracy.
 
In remarks, former president Ellen Johnson-
sirleaf thanked the Judiciary for the opportunity 
of participation. she praised the Judiciary 
for the commitment shown in continuing 
their dedicated work to expand and improve 
upon the facilities of the Liberian Judiciary.
also speaking at the ceremony, president 
George Weah thanked former president 
Johnson-sirleaf for funding the project 
through her administration and promised 
that his government will support the 
Judiciary to continue the construction of 
judicial complexes until every county has 
one as a way of promoting access to justice.
president Weah said access to justice is a 
pro-poor priority and therefore urged judges 
to at all times   protect the poor because the 
court is the only true channel for redress 
in the democratic form of government.
 
he said his government will depend on 
the courts for its fight against corruption 
and urged every Liberian to put the 
rule of law above their personal interest 
to promote development and growth.
The program was attended by several 
other dignitaries who also made remarks, 
including unmIL DsRsG for Rule of Law, 
the ministry of Justice of the Republic of 
Liberia IDLo representatives amongst others.

ACCESS TO JUSTICE BOOSTED AS JUDICIARY DEDICATES BOMI COURT 
COMPLEX

to remind themselves about the maxim in the 
law, which states that he who goes to equity 
must go with clean hands.
 
“For example, a Judge cannot receive money 
from party litigants and refused to give 
receipt. a magistrate should and must not 
conduct survey on a land, where the two 
parties are claiming title. a magistrate should 

not charge any bail bond arbitrarily, but the 
fees should be based on the degree of the 
offence. Judges and magistrates must ensure 
that all fees and fines are deposited into the 
Judiciary accounts and should not keep them. 
Judges and magistrates must stop delaying 
cases because of some interests and allow 
party litigants and lawyers to spend funds on 
assignments and transportation.”

 
 
Judge Willie used the 
occasion to call for 
improvement in the 
retirement benefits of 
judges and magistrates, 
noting that there 
is a need to review 
the current monthly 
retirement package of 
LD$7,500 for judges 
and the withdrawal 
of vehicles they use 
during active service.  
 
on the issue of 
remunerations for 
judges and magistrates, 
the naTJL president 
said salaries and other 
benefits for judges 
and magistrates “shall 
not be diminished 
without a national 
program enacted by 
the Legislature as 
enshrined in article 72 
of the 1986 Liberian 
Constitution.”
 
he also said “Judges 
shall not be suspended 

for final judgment rendered in a case; since 
appeal is a constitutional right. Judges and 
magistrates must be provided vehicles and 
other logistics like any other government 
officials so as to make their movement easy 
and efficient on the job. all discussions for 
programs to include the Judiciary budget and 
insurance must include the naTJL, since they 

may ultimately be affected.”
 
To deal with ethical issues in the body, Judge 
Willie said the naTJL has established an 
Inquiry Committee within its Constitution to 
ensure strict compliance to ethical standards.
he urged party litigants, the general public 
and even their own members to report judges 
or magistrates who may behave unethically in 
the discharge of their functions. 
 
The naTJL president then praised the 
government for efforts made so far towards 
improving the incentives of Judges and 
magistrates, but said, the government needed 
to do more to ensure the independence and 
dignity of judges and magistrates during 
active service and retirement. “We will not 
also allow our members to retire in poverty 
after serving the people of this country 
sacrificially, while other employees of other 
functionaries of government retire in luxury 
and comfort.
 
Responding to the judges’ joint charge, state 
and Defense counsels praised the judges for 
the efforts and sacrifices they are making 
to bring credibility to the judiciary and 
promised to assist in whatever way possible 
to ensure problems and challenges in the 
judiciary are collectively dealt with, as a 
means of promoting a strong Justice system. 
 
The opening of the February a.D 2018 
term of court was attended by hundreds of 
prospective jurors, lawyers, magistrates and 
the public. Chief Justice Francis s. Korkpor, 
sr. and some international partners also 
graced the ceremony.

NATJL to accrue huge benefits from its membership with IAJ



 |   7  y TheJudic ar

his honor, Francis s. Korkpor, sr., 
was born in a little village called 
Zao, Lao Clan, lower nimba 
County, in the Republic of Libe-

ria. Due to the fact that there was no school 
in his home village, Chief Justice Korkpor 
began his formative years of education in a 
nearby village called Kpain where he was sent 
to live with an aunt.

Chief Justice Korkpor then gained admis-
sion, as a boarding student, to the st. mary’s 
Catholic school in sanniquellie City where he 

completed his elementary, junior and senior 
high school education.

In 1972, Chief Justice Francis s. Korkpor, sr, 
enrolled at the university of Liberia in pursuit 
of higher education where he graduated with 
a Bachelor of arts (Ba) Degree in sociology 
in 1976. upon graduation from university, 
Chief Justice Korkpor was employed with the 
ministry of Justice in the Criminal Rehabilita-
tion Division as a Research Coordinator from 
where he was granted a scholarship by the us 
Government to study Criminal Justice at the 

n. C.  Justice academy at salemburg, north 
Carolina, usa, after a year on the job.

Chief Justice Francis s. Korkpor, sr. returned 
home in 1978 and subsequently enrolled at 
the Louis arthur Grimes school of Law, uni-
versity of Liberia where he obtained his LLB 
Degree in 1982.

puBLIC & pRoFEssIonaL sERVICE

mr. Chief Justice Francis s. Korkpor, sr. 
began his public and professional services at 
the ministry of Justice, Republic of Liberia, 
where he was first recruited as a Research 
Coordinator immediately upon obtaining his 
Ba degree from the university of Liberia. his 
service at the ministry of Justice, also witness 
his rise to leadership positions within the 
government of Liberia specifically serving 
as assistant minister for Economic affairs, 
assistant minister for Legal affairs, and then 
Deputy minister for Legal affairs. 

Due to the civil war in Liberia, like many 
other Liberians, Chief Justice Korkpor left 
the country in 1990. he however returned in 
1991 and went into private law practice. he 
established the Tiala Law associates, Inc., 
and for about 13 consecutive years, served 
as its managing Director. notable amongst 
the clients he worked for was the Catholic 
Church in Liberia and its affiliate institutions. 
he was also a member of the Catholic Justice 
and peace Commission, a human rights 
organization and for many years, served as its 

Chairman of the Board of Directors.

In 2004, during the reign of the national 
Transitional Government of Liberia, then 
Counsellor Francis s. Korkpor, sr. was 
appointed to the supreme Court of Liberia 
as associate Justice for the period of two 
years, a position to which he was nominat-
ed and subsequently reappointed by her 
Excellency, president Ellen Johnson sirleaf 
upon assuming presidency of the Country 
in 2006.  

on april 18, 2013, his honor Francis s. 
Korkpor, sr. was appointed Chief Justice of 
the supreme Court of Liberia, a position he 
currently occupies.
Chief Justice Korkpor has five children; four 
sons and a daughter- Francis Jr., michael, 
Tom-Wesley, Tiala and Wuo-Victor. he also 
has three grandchildren...
Chief Justice Korkpor has pursued a reform 
agenda for strengthening the third branch 
of the Liberian government in a number of 
key areas:
•	 Office	of	the	Court	Administrator
•	 Creation	of	the	Office	of	Court	
Inspectors
•	 The	Judiciary	Inquiry	Commission	
& the Grievance and Ethics Committee
•	 Record	keeping	and	Information	
Technology
•	 Regional	Justice	and	Security	Hubs
•	 Infrastructure
•	 Judicial	Training	Institute

Chief Justice Francis S. Korkpor, Sr. 

Associate Justice Kabineh M. Ja’neh

his honor Kabineh m. Ja’neh was born in 
Bahn, Zoe-Geh District, nimba County, 
Republic of Liberia. Justice Ja’neh obtained 
his formative early education at an Islamic 
teaching school where he was tutored by his 
father, Karmo sorie Ja’neh.
he then pursued his high school education 
at the a.m.E. (african methodist Episco-
pal) Zion academy in monrovia, where he 
obtained his high school Diploma, in 1979. 
Justice Ja’neh immediately commenced his 
public service career after his high school 
studies as a “clerk” in the Civil Engineering 
Department of the national port authority, 
Freeport of monrovia, whilst at the same 
time, in pursuit of higher education.
his educational quest then took him to the 
university of Liberia where he graduated 
with a Bachelor of arts (B.a) degree in 
Geography in 1987. In the same year, Justice 
Ja’neh received a Teacher’s Certificate from a 
Khartoum, sudan-based specialized Teacher’s 
Training Group; a qualification which found 

Justice Ja’neh part-time 
in the classrooms of the 
muslim Congress high 
school teaching geogra-
phy between 1986 – 1988.
associate Justice Kabineh 
m. Ja’neh matriculated to 
the Louis arthur Grimes 
school of Law, univer-
sity of Liberia where he 
acquired a L.L.B degree in 
Law in the year 1990. Lat-
er that same year, Justice 
Ja’neh attended the arab 
maritime academy, in al-
exandra, Egypt where he 

studied and received a Diploma in planning 
and administration of the maritime Industry. 
In 1994, Justice Ja’neh studied and received 
another Diploma in organizational Tech-
niques, planning & port management from 
apEC (association of port Engineering Con-
sultants), in antwerp, Belgium, the same year 
Justice Kabineh m. Ja’neh was admitted to the 
Liberian national Bar as an attorney-at-Law.
In 1995, Justice Ja’neh furthered attained a 
Diploma in General maritime administra-
tion (to include Laws of the sea for senior 
port administrators) through a specialized 
training program conducted by the Louisiana 
state university, new orleans, Louisiana, 
the united states of america (usa). Justice 
Ja’neh holds a Certificate in opinion Drafting 
and Legal Writing which he obtained from 
the national Judicial College, Reno, navada, 
usa. 
puBLIC & pRoFEssIonaL sERVICE
associate Justice Kabineh m. Ja’neh began his 
public and professional services as a “clerk” in 

the Civil Engineering Department of the na-
tional port authority at the Freeport of mon-
rovia, immediately after his graduation from 
high school, in 1979. Justice Ja’neh’s service 
at the national port authority spanned over 
a period of eighteen (18) years during which 
time he rose through the ranks occupying 
various positions to include; senior statisti-
cian, superintendent (Container and pier) 
and operations manager. he also served as 
port manager of the Freeport of monrovia 
(between 1995 – 1997).
Following his admission to the Liberian 
national Bar as an attorney-at-Law, in 1994, 
Justice Ja’neh embarked on his legal practice 
by associating with the Freeport Legal sec-
tion, Center for Law and human Rights Ed-
ucation, association of Liberian professional 
Lawyers and later joined the firm, Legal 
services, Inc. operated by mr. Justice Karmo 
soko sackor, sr. and Counsellor snonsio E. 
nigba as senior partners. In 1998, mr. Justice 
Ja’neh was admitted to the supreme Court 
Bar as a Counsellor-at-Law further enhanc-
ing his legal career.
mr. Justice Kabineh m. Ja’neh was called to 
further service to his nation, when he served 
as minister of Justice and attorney General, 
Republic of Liberia (between 2003 and early 
2006), during which time he also served as 
Chairman of the mano River union security 
Council. as minister of Justice and attorney 
General, Justice Ja’neh attended and received 
a Certificate in harmonization of Interna-
tional penal Code held in Beijing, China in 
2004.
In 2006, mr. Justice Kabineh m. Ja’neh, then 
Counsellor Kabineh m. Ja’neh was nominated 
and subsequently appointed associate Justice 
to the honorable supreme Court Bench of 

the Republic of Liberia. Justice Ja’neh con-
tinues to demonstrate his dedication and 
commitment to service to Country in this 
position, working collaboratively with his 
honor the Chief Justice and the associate 
Justices to reform the Liberian Judiciary for 
a more efficient and effective dispensation of 
Justice. It is this commitment that saw Justice 
Ja’neh chairing the steering Committee 
leading to the establishment of the James a.a. 
pierre Judicial Institute where he served as 
the first Chairman of the Board of Governors 
of that institute from 2008 to 2010. mr. Justice 
Ja’neh is also a lecturer in Criminal Law, 
Department of Criminal Justice at the a.m.E. 
Zion university.

pRoFEssIonaL & soCIaL aFFILIaTIon 
mr. Justice Kabineh m. Ja’neh is proud to affil-
iate and associate with various international 
and local professional and humanitarian 
organizations. These include; Board member, 
International Legal assistance Consortium 
(ILaC); member, society for the Conserva-
tion of nature in Liberia; member, Commu-
nita Di sant’ Egidio (Catholic Church), Rome, 
Italy; member, Board of Trustees, african 
methodist Episcopal Zion academy, monro-
via; Executive member, muslim Congress of 
Liberia; Founding member, student Integra-
tion movement (sIm), university of Liberia; 
president; Geography students association of 
the university of Liberia (GEosauL) (1986 
– 1987).
mr. Justice Ja’neh has great appreciation of 
the people of the world due to his vast travel 
experience that has taken him to over thirty 
(30) countries across africa, The americas, 
Europe, asia and the middle East.   

SPeciAl feAtuRe
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UNMIL GENEROUSLY
 DONATES TO 
ENHANCE 
PERFORMANCE 
OF JUDICIARY
In an effort to effectively uphold the rule of 

law in Liberia, the united nations mission 
in Liberia (unmIL), made a number of 
donations to the Judiciary.

The donations included equipment, stationery 
and furniture to enhance the performances at the 
James a. a. pierre Judicial Institute, Todee mag-
isterial Court, public Defenders Central office, 
Case processing unit, and the Circuit Courts in 
montserrado.
making the presentation Thursday, February 1, 
2018 at the Temple of Justice, unmIL’s Deputy 
special Representative to the secretary General 
for Rule of Law, (DsRsG) Waldemar Vrey, 

pledged the un’s continuous support to the Ju-
diciary despite its limited time left to completely 
drawdown.
The DsRsG expressed optimism that Rule of 
Law in Liberia will be stronger than ever, in the 
absence of unmIL.  he also mentioned that 
unmIL is proud that the judiciary is focused on 
things far ahead.
mr. Vrey told the gathering that the supplies and 
equipment were made possible through the help 
of the un high Commission on human Rights, 
with funding from unmIL and support from the 
Judiciary.

Judge calls for enforcement of 
pro independent judiciary laws
The Resident Circuit Judge of the 15th Judicial 

Circuit Court, River Gee County has called for 
the enforcement of laws aimed at promoting the 
administration of impartial justice by judges and 

the enhancement of an independent judiciary in Liberia.
 
his honor, George W. smith said, judicial independence 
and judges’ impartiality are critical to the administration 
of unprejudiced justice, which is believed to be the foun-
dation of any democratic nation.

Delivering his charge at the opening of the February a.D. 
2018 Term of Court in Fishtown, River Gee County, Judge 

smith added that the administration of impartial justice 
fosters and sustains peace, and encourages investment 
that consequently leads to economic development of a 
nation.
 
In a well-researched charge, the Circuit Judge noted that, 
“in order for judges to administer impartial justice, they 
must be independent in the discharge of their judicial 
duties,” describing “independence” as a core value and 
pre-requisite of judges, the Judiciary, and the rule of law.

according to Judge smith, “Judicial independence and 
impartiality of judges mean that judges must be free from 

external pressure, like influence from other branches of 
government that make policies affecting judges. Judicial 
independence and impartiality of judges also means that 
judges must be free from internal pressure or influence – 
internal pressure and influence from colleague judges and 
superior judges.”
 
speaking further, the Resident Circuit Judge of River Gee 
County said independence and impartiality of judges 
bring about public trust and confidence in the courts; 
maintaining that once 

“the JudIcIaRy” Is publIshed by publIc InFoRMatIon depaRtMent oF the lIbeRIan JudIcIaRy at the teMple oF 
JustIce, on capItol hIll, MonRoVIa, lIbeRIa.
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