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TEMPLE OF JUSTICE
MONROVIA. LIBERIA

CHIEFJUSTICE
SUPREME COURT OFLIBERIA

IN THE HONOURABLE SUPREME COURT OF THE REPUBLICOF LIBERIA
SITTING IN ITS MARCH TERM, A.D 2O15

BEFORE HIS HONOR:
BEFORE HIS HONOR:
BEFORE HER HONOR:
BEFORE HIS HONOR:
BEFORE HER HONOR:

FRANCIS S. KORKPOR, SR. CHIEF JUSTICE
KABINEH M. JA'NEH . ASSOCIATE JUSTICE
JAMESETTA H WOLOKOLIE . .... .ASSOCIATE JUSTICE
PHILIP A.Z. BANKS, III ... . ASSOCIATE JUST|CE
SIE-A-NYENE G. YUOi-I ASSOCIATE JUSTICE

National Chronicles Newspaper ancj philipbert S,
Browne Represented by the press Union of Liber.ia
By and thru its President, Kamara A. Kamara of the
City of Monrovia, Montserrado County, Republic of
L iberia .,. PETiT|ONERS

Versus

fhe Government of Liberia by and thru the iVinistry of
Justice including the Liberia National police, and the
Ministry of lnformation also of the city of Mcnrovia,
Liberia RESPONDENT

)

)

)

)

)

) PET|T|ON FOR A WRIT

)oF
) PROHTBTION

)

JUDGMENT

When titis case was called for hearing, Counselor Savrnah Syi'enius Cephas cf Justice &
Peace Consortiunr (jijPlCA), in asscciation with Counselor Miltor: D. Taylor of Taylor &
As*qociates Law Firnt, Counselor Syivester D. Rennie of Legal Watch, lNC., and Counselcr
Sam Y, cooper crf Legal lvlinds, rNC., appeared for the petitioners.
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Counselor Betty Lamin Blamo, Soliciior General, Ministry of Justice, Counselor Augustine

C. Fayiah, Assistant Minister for Litigation, N4inistry of Justice and Counselor J. Daku

Mulbah, County Attorney for Montserradc Countv. appeared for the respondent. '

Having carefully reviewed the recorcjs, hearC tlrs argunnenis anC contentions acvanced by

the counsels representing the parties and consiciered the iaws cited and relied upcn, it is
hereby

HDJIJDGED:

That coi'poraie actions are taken plirsuiant to boaid resolutions. ln this case, the Press

Union of Liberia did not exhibit a boai'd resoiution frorn the National Chronicies Nev;spaper

authorizing the Press Union of Liberia to file this cetition for the writ of prohibition on behalf

of the National Chronicles l'Jewspape

Simiiarly, there is no showing that tne Bcard of Directoio r.rf the Press Union auihor;zeci its

Presidcnt, Kamara A. Kamara, to institute this petitron for the writ of prohibition on behali cf

the lt]etional Chronicles Neurspaper. Therefcre, the Press Union of Liberia did not have rhe

stariding to file this petition for the writ ci prohibition on behalf of ihe National Chrunicies

llervspaper l,lJhereLipon, the alternative w.rii uf prohibition issued is'quashed antj the

oeremptory writ requested is denied,

Nctwithstanding the oismissal cf the petition for the writ of prohibition, lve take due note of

the reascns advanced by the Governmeni fcr closing ccwn the of,ices cf the i{atioi"ral

Chrcnrcies Nev;spaper'---that the stories the National Chronicies Newsoaper puolished were

heirrcus, disrespectful and detestable, crrd u,Jere published at the rime tne stete of

tsrrer,gerlc! declared to fight the dea,Jiy Eboia virus was in force and effect, that if ieft

trncheckeci, the stories would have created fear an'j panic resuiting into uprisin.g and

destructron of iives and properties; and that resti'icting the prini, electi'onic or sncial ffircjia

from sensational, faise and/or inaccrrrate ieporting that could cause panic and ttndei'mine

tne fight against the virus \rlas one of the measures approved by ihe National Legisiature for

the'Goverirrnent to use in the frght against the Ebola virits.
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We take further note of the fact that the state cf emergency, declared on August 7,2014,
expired on November 13, 2014, and was not renewed. Moreover, the Ebola virus has been

contained and is no longer a threat to our national existence. Therefore, there can be no

"fear and panic" created from the stories published by the peiitioners that would result into

"uprislng and destruction of lives and prcperties" as contended by the Government. Given

this fact and given the further fact that the petitioners herein were not charged and nave nct

been charged vrith the commission or omission cf any crime as a result of the allegecl

"heinous, detestable and disrespectful" pubiicaiions, the reascns given by the Government

for closing down the National Chronicles Ne,,vsoaper have become nnoot and of no

consequerice in the absence of charges being brcught against the petitioners after ihe staie

of emergency. Courts of law have the authority, and often duty, to dismiss a case on their

own initiati,res, withcut any application frorn any party. where ihe issue involved has

beccrne mcot, abstraci or irrelevant; hence, io continue to have the r.lirices of ihe Natiorial

Chronrcles Neu,spaper closed without a ccurt crder, iong aiter the state of ernergency is a

violation cf the petitioners' rights not contempiated by law.

It is therefcre the order of this Court that the or!ces of the National Chr"enicles itJewspaper

cicsecj down on orders of the Government during ihe state of eniergency; by and through

ihe Ministry of inforrnation, Culiurai & Taurisrn be i'eopened and.are hereb)i ordei'ed

reopened witii immediate effect, The Cleik of this C,rui"t is orciered io forthwith rnform tha

partiesofthedecisionofthisCourt.itissoordered.

Prohibition denied

IoF
. *=-<,-



L

GIVEN UI{DER OUR HANDS AND
THE SEAL OF THE SUPREME
COURT OF LIBERIA THIS 7th DAY
OF AUGUST, A.D. 2015

ASSOCiATE JUSTICE, SUPiIEME COUR I OF LIBERIA

ASSOCiATE JUSTJCE, SUPREME,COURT OF LiBEttIA

Sie-A-i G. l'uon
ASSOCIATE JiJSTICE, SUPREME CoUR I"Oij i. iBE,q.IA

Note:

Mr. Justice Philip A.Z. Banks, l!1.

travelled and did not sit on this matter;
hence, he did not sign this Judgment.

CHIEF JUSTICE

Francis S.

OF LiBERIA
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