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All Representative Canoidates cf Lineriv nlrty
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when this case was called for heai'ing ffiffi charles \A/alker Brumskine, James G.lnnis' Jr'' Powo c' Hilton and D. onesimus Banwcn of the Brumskine ancl Associates Lawoffices' appeared for the petitioners. counsellors Joseph N, Biidi, Frark lv4usah Dean, Jr.and C. Alexander B. Zoe appeared foi"the respondents.

Having carefully exantined the petition, the i'eturns thereto and the arguments presentedbefore this court by ccunsers representiri,; the parties, it is hereby

Defenciants



ADJUDGED;

Thai the law requires that the constitution be interpreteo in light of the entire document
rather than a seq'lestered pronouncement, because every provision is of equal importance
and even where there is an apparent discrepancy between the different provisions, the
Court should hai-monize them, if possiole;

rhat Article 83 (c) of the constitution of Liberia (1986) sets forth a series of events, all of
which are linked together and all of which mirst be taken into consideration in interpreting
what the framers of the consiitution intended wheri they linked the run-off election to ,,expiry

of the time prcvided in Article B3(c)." Therefore, the more rational and legal interpretation
under judicial construciion is that the reference in Article B3(b) to ,,expiry 

of the time
provtded in Article B3(c)," refers to the totalitv of the events enumerated in Article B3(c), from
the announcement of the final results bv the NEC to the ciisposition of any challenge by the
Supreme Ccurt;

That ihe constitutional requirement, as mandated by Article g3(b), that cnly the two
presidential tickets vuith the greatest numhrer of vaiicj votes cast on the first ballot should be
designated to participate in the run-off election: thus, ivhe re the votes casr on the fir.st ballot
are siill sub;ect of allegations of gross irreguiariries and fraud, etc., before the NEC, the
NEC was without legal authority to have designated any two presidential tickets for"ihe run-
off eleciion;

That prohibition will lie where an administrative tribunal, though having jurisdictrcn .ver a
matter, proceeds contrary io rules which ought to be observed at all times. ln the instant
case' the NEC has jurisoiction over the connplaint filed by the petitioners, but by setting a
cjate and proceedinE to commence the coirduct of the run-off election while the comptaint of
the petitioners was still pending before tirat body undecidec, the NEc was proceeding by
the wrong rules.Thus, prohibition wiil lie,



(

WHEREFORE, the alternative writ of prohibition ordered issued by the Justice in chambers
is uphelcl and susiainecj, and the peremptory writ of prohibition requested by the petitioners
is hereby granted' The NEC is estopped anc prohibited from conducting the run-off election
until the complaint filed by the petitioners is investigated by the NEC and, if need be,the
appropriate appeai process to the supreme court of Liberia is availed of and the matter is
decided by the Supreme Court.

Given the critical nature of the compiaint, subiect of these prohibition proceedings, and its
implication on the governance of the nation. the NEC is directed tc give urgent attention to
the expeditious hearing and determination thereof. AND lT lS SO ORDERED.
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